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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER FOR THE HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION

On July 9, 2009, the Hispanic National Bar Foundation (HNBF) hosted its Annual Awards Dinner at the Newseum in Washington, D.C. The Awards Dinner was held both as a tribute to current and future Hispanic leaders and to benefit the 2009 HNBF Future Latino Leaders Law Camp. The Masters of Ceremonies for the event were Chris Saldaña, a news anchor and reporter from Las Vegas, and Yarel Ramos, host of several programs on Mun2.  
Congressman Xavier Becerra was the keynote speaker for the event, which brought together over 150 attorneys, students, and corporate leaders to celebrate the achievements of the HNBF during the past year. Congressman Becerra shared his personal story with the audience.  He spoke about the role Hispanics have had throughout this nation’s history and the role they have yet to play. Congressman Becerra provided inspirational comments to students and guests in attendance reinforcing the message that through hard work and education, Latinos can achieve their goals.  
Congressman Becerra reminded the students and guests to be proud of their roots.  “Congressman Becerra is an inspiration to our community. This event was a great way for our students to make connections and build relationships with Latino leaders, like Congressman Becerra, who believe in them, and have shown them that anything is possible,” said Mayda Prego, HNBF President.

The evening began with a reception during which the law camp students and counselors had the opportunity to meet the distinguished attorneys, politicians, and business leaders who attended. Many of the guests were impressed by the way the students shook hands, introduced themselves, and asked questions about the guests’ careers and backgrounds. “This dinner was a great way for the supporters of the HNBF to meet and spend time with the students who benefit from our programs. These students will be the leaders of tomorrow” says Cynthia Carrasco, Executive Director of the HNBF.
The evening continued with an awards presentation to honor three leaders in the Hispanic legal community: Manuel Medrano, an Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning journalist and former award-winning Federal Prosecutor;  Marlon Q. Paz, Senior Counsel, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and President of the Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia; and David Arroyo, Vice President of Legal Affairs, Scripps Networks, and Chairman of LatinoJustice PRLDEF.   The HNBF also acknowledged Raul Tapia, a friend of the Foundation, who has been supportive of the Foundation and its programs. 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation believes that knowledge and diversity benefit everyone. Lack of opportunities, role models, information, and financial support prevent many Hispanics from becoming leaders and contributing their voices on issues that affect our communities. The HNBF provides tools and resources necessary to ensure full and equal opportunity for Hispanics to become leaders in the global community, thereby ensuring a brighter future for all.
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