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WAL-MART MAKES $150,000 COMMITMENT OVER THREE YEARS TO HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA September 2006 – The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. (HNBF) announces that Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. has made a commitment of $150,000 dollars over the next three years to the HNBF. The HNBF is a Washington, D. C. not-for-profit tax-exempt educational foundation. The HNBF’s mission of charitable and educational efforts includes fostering understanding of the American legal system and working toward a national legal community that reflects the population it serves.  
The HNBF is focused on a number of activities relevant to the Hispanic community. In addition to working to educate the Hispanic community as to American legal system, the HNBF also works toward making sure that the Hispanic community has access to adequate legal services and that Hispanic Americans are appropriately represented in the legal community.  “One of our concerns is that enrollment in U.S. law schools has slipped for all minorities in recent years, particularly for Hispanics and African Americans”, explains Luis Aguilar, President of the HNBF.  “We address this issue through educational programs that target young Latinos and reinforce that education is fundamental, regardless of the chosen field, and support opportunities for Hispanic Americans that wish to enter into the legal profession.” 

 “Hispanics represent less than 3% of the total population of attorneys in the U.S.,” says Magda Herrera, the Executive Director of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation. This under representation is despite the fact that 42 million Hispanics live in the U.S., making up nearly 14% of the population. “Hispanics are better represented in fields like engineering, medicine, and accounting than they are in the legal profession. The situation appears to be  getting worse.”
“Wal-Mart is proud to be a partner with an organization that shares our commitment to diversity,” says Alex Vasquez of the Wal-Mart legal department. “We are very supportive of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation and look forward to witnessing the positive impact of their educational  programs in the Hispanic community.”

One of the HNBF’s  programs designed to expose young Latinos to the American legal system is the Future Latino Leaders Law Camp held each year at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. According to the programs developer and the HNBF’s Past President, Grissele Camacho-Pagan, the Law Camp is intended to, “bring high school  students from all walks of life to the nation’s capital to gain an understanding and appreciation for our legal system.” During the program, students meet Latino lawyers, judges, political leaders, and other successful role models in the community. 
(CONTINUED) 

In addition, together with its sister organization, the Hispanic National Bar Association, the HNBF supports a National Mentoring Program which provides new attorneys and Hispanic students an opportunity to be mentored by experienced attorneys. This initiative is just one of  many programs the HNBF is developing to assist Hispanic youth and facilitate educational opportunities. The HNBF is also active in developing pipeline programs to increase minority law student enrollment, organizing mock trial competitions,  funding scholarships, and publishing educational materials.
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, fostering understanding of the American legal system, educating  the public about matters of justice and equal opportunity in the study and practice of law, supporting the integration of Hispanics in all aspects of the study, practice, adjudication and instruction of law and the administration of justice, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics in the legal profession. 
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