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GENERAL MOTORS MAKES $40,000 DONATION TO HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION

WASHINGTON, DC October 22, 2006 – The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. (HNBF) is pleased to announce that General Motors Corp. has made a contribution of $40,000 to the HNBF, a Washington, D. C. not-for-profit tax-exempt educational foundation. The HNBF’s mission of charitable and educational efforts includes fostering understanding of the American legal system and working toward a national legal community that reflects the population it serves. The HNBF is focused on a number of activities relevant to the Hispanic community, including a week-long law camp held every summer at Georgetown University in Washington, DC.   

“General Motors is proud to support the mission of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation,” said Paul Zavala, in General Motor’s Office of General Counsel. “Our company has always prided itself on its support of diversity. When we learned of the many activities being worked on by the HNBF, especially the great success of its Future Latino Leaders Law Camp, we thought it was a natural extension of General Motor’s commitment to the community.” 

 “Our law camp provides an opportunity for at-risk Hispanic students from around the Nation to come to Washington, DC and learn about the American legal system”, says Executive Director, Magda Herrera. At the Law Camp, students meet with US Senators, tour Embassies, speak to Hispanic attorneys, and attend court proceedings. “This program has changed lives,” stated Ms. Herrera. “After attending the Law Camp, students who initially decided not to continue their education because they didn’t think they had any other choices after high school are now applying to college and even thinking they might pursue a law degree.” 

“The HNBF has a number of initiatives to assist the Hispanic community and facilitate educational opportunities. The HNBF is also active in developing pipeline programs to increase minority law student enrollment, organizing mock trial competitions, funding scholarships, and publishing educational materials. General Motor’s support of the HNBF is a wonderful recognition of the importance of our work”, says Luis Aguilar, President of the HNBF. 

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, fostering understanding of the American legal system, educating  the public about matters of justice and equal opportunity in the study and practice of law, supporting the integration of Hispanics in all aspects of the study, practice, adjudication and instruction of law and the administration of justice, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics in the legal profession. 

In addition, together with its sister organization, the Hispanic National Bar Association, the HNBF supports a National Mentoring Program which provides new attorneys and Hispanic students an opportunity to be mentored by experienced attorneys. 
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